
Talbot County Chamber of Commerce 
Position Statement 

Relating To Growth & Land Use 
 
 

This we believe: 
 
The continued development of our community should preserve the Character of 
Talbot County’s historic settlements (towns and villages) and their settings. 
 
It is important to preserve the vitality of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  
Development near the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries shall effectively protect, 
conserve, or mitigate damage to water and air quality. 
 
Projects must be in areas that are designated in accordance with the town’s and 
county’s comprehensive plan and the principals of Smart Growth.  We support 
development on land in and around existing communities where growth can make 
efficient use of land, roads, sewers and other costly infrastructure. 
 
Our county, towns and villages will have appropriate design criteria for commercial 
development which encourages building facades which are compatible with the 
style and vernacular of local architecture.  The design criteria will include use of 
green space buffers around commercial and residential developments and 
bordering roadways to help preserve the feeling of the natural environment. 
 
Residential development, using Traditional Neighborhood Design Principals, is one 
means of creating attractive environments in our urban growth area.  Higher density 
of homes per acre with provisions for open space, recreation and pedestrian 
friendly environments enhance our community.  Such neighborhoods provide a 
strong sense of place. 
 
New projects should generate benefits for the county, such as support for our school 
system, historic preservation, public access to parks or open space, positive 
economic impacts, or other improvements to our quality of life.  
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